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TITLE: 
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Spectrometry 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



RESPONSE TO REQUIREMENT FOR SPECIES ELECTION 



This paper responds to an Office action mailed from the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on 
December 12, 2005, in connection with the above-identified patent application. 

The Examiner has required the Applicants to elect one of three perceived patentably distinct 
species of the claimed apparatus described in paragraphs 17 {Group 7), 18 {Group II), and 19 {Group III) 
of the specification, respectively. 

In addition, the Examiner has identified the following groups of perceived patentably distinct\ 



species of the claimed invention: \ 

• Species (A-C) of the claimed apparatus employing the FAIMS for breath analysis, differentiated 
by the features of the patient providing the sample (as recited in claims 15-17). 

• Species (D-G) of the claimed apparatus, differentiated by the kinds of information carried by the 
ions sensed by the ion detector (as recited in claims 18-21); and 

• Species (H-I) of the data collector (as recited in claims 26-27). 

Applicants hereby elect, with traverse , the species of Groups I. Further, in the event no generic 
claim is ultimately held to be allowable, Applicants hereby elect, with traverse , the species A, G, and I. 

Claims readable on the elected species include claims 1-15, 21-25, and 27-28 . Applicants 
respectfully traverse the species election requirement insofar as a search for publications relating to any 
of the species would reveal publications relating to any of the other species and, thus, would not impose a 
serious burden on the Examiner. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the species election 
be withdrawn. Applicants reserve the right to pursue claims readable on any of the non-elected species 
in one or more related applications if the species election requirements are maintained. 

Applicants respectfully request that the application now proceed promptly to examination. 
Applicants believe that no additional fees are necessitated by the present Response. However, in the 
event that any additional fees are due, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any such fees to 
Deposit Account No. 07-1700. 
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